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Ctmgrma shall make no law raspectzng g

an establishment of 1 relzgwn, or
. prohibiting the free exercise thean or
abridging the, ﬁ'eedom qfspeech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably .
to assemble; and to petition the Govern-
ment for a.redress of gricvances.
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EDITORIALS OUR OPINION

Save auto mdus

hrysler Groub Chief Execu-

: better products; leaner oper-
ations and enhanced customer ser-

vice are essentlal But there’s oneis-

sue that requlres outside attentxon
~ legal reform = and hes rightly

makinga pubhc case for change. :
Lawsuit abuse costs.businesses in America bil-

tive Tom LaSorda knows that

Litigation
Theoostsuflnjwhwmms Intotal asapsmamwaof
eeonomicmmn,hmsoamdslnoelsso Tor
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+lionsof dollars ayearand, in the ayto industry,con- - Siuve

tributes to the ever increasing prices of cars and

trucks; Privolous lawsits are filed agathst Chrys-
fer, Ford Motor Co. and General Motors.Corp, al-
most as fast as the companies build cars. =~

Lawsuits cost America $246 billion a year, ac-
cording to the President’s Council of Economic Ad-
visers, Up to two-thirds of that are frivolous costs.
Plaintifi’s lawyers take in roughly $46 billion an-
nually in fees.

In response, LaSorda is pushing a four-point le-
gal reform plan to rein In lawsnit abuse. His sug:

gestions should be adopted nationwide. Dolng so

will save taxpayers money and protect busluesses

1aws or tighter safety réstrictions.
A legal system that was intended to pmtect cit:

““Toachieve that, LaSorda suggests four thlngs‘
“ W In tort cases, which usually involve person
injury, witnesses should be allowed to tell'the 1
: ‘story, LaSorda said juries often aren’t allowed:
know if the people involved in autoaccide
wearlng thelr seatbelts or if al C

«proved. That's an appropdate nchmark and one

& Stop punishing companies that meet or ex-
ceed federal safety and regulatory standards.

“When you have a vehicle that meets or exceeds
the standards, at a minimiim there should be no
punitive damages,” says Steven Hantler, Chrysler’s
assistant general counsel.

Parameters for this are a]ready established in
Michigan " with: drug ‘company. immuhnity laws,
which® protect pha:mnoeutical manufacturers
from being sued if théir products are federally ap-
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